Area of study: Political sciences
Curriculum valid for studies commenced in 2019/20

Basic structure of study obligations for the PhD programme of study

political science
The curriculum is divided into three areas: (A) basic study obligations; (B) obligations associated with assessment of work for the dissertation; and (C) academic research or pedagogical activities. Specific study obligations (assessment of study) for all three areas are in boldface type. If not stipulated otherwise, they are organized in the form of credit.

	The curriculum is divided into three areas: 

· A) Basic study obligations: 

Required:
a. Theoretical and methodological seminars. In particular, this involves two full-year (two-semester) courses:
i. Methodology from an empirical-analytical perspective (AXPOTMS02)
ii. Methodology from a hermeneutical perspective (AXPOTMS03)
b. Internship abroad: a three-month internship in a foreign country (the location depends on the needs of the student in relation to their dissertation; the PhD student selects based on consultation with and agreement of their supervisor – for exceptions, see below). (AXPOOAK09)
Electives:
c. Profile elective seminars (at least two during studies): the PhD student selects the elective seminars according to their own discretion and with respect to the topic of their dissertation or based on the consent and recommendations of their supervisor; the seminars must be listed in the ISP and thus become required courses. (AXPOSPE… + various codes according to the topics)
· Foreign language: an elective obligation with respect to the dissertation needs. The student selects based on the needs of their dissertation and with the consent of the supervisor. The subject must be listed in the ISP and thus becomes a required course. English (AXJAZ0001), German (AXJAZ0005), French (AXJAZ0002)
· B) Obligations associated with assessment of work for the dissertation (valid for the entire period of study, i.e. even during the years exceeding the standard period of study: 

Required: 

a. PhD seminar (AXPODOS01-04 with repeated registration):
– organized on a regular basis once every two weeks. The PhD student fulfils this obligation in each semester of studies (in the list of obligations, entered only for the standard period of study, i.e. seminar I to VIII; in the case of studies exceeding the standard period, participation in seminars is also mandatory and must be entered in the PhD student’s ISP).
b. Small defence (AXPODIS02)
Electives:

c. Annotated outline of dissertation (AXPODIS03)

– The supervisor decides on fulfilment of this obligation; the obligation must be entered in the ISP and thus becomes a required subject.
d. Defence of a complete chapter of the dissertation (AXPODIS04)
– The supervisor decides on fulfilment of this obligation; the obligation must be entered in the ISP and thus becomes a required subject.
· C) Academic research or pedagogical activities: (AXPOOAK… + various codes according to the academic activity)
Required: 

· Publication activity I, II (AXPOOAK10, AXPOOAK11) – at least two relevant publications (journal with IF, journal in the databases Scopus, etc., monograph). Publication activity must relate to the topic of the dissertation.
Recommended:
a. Grant project, or collaboration on a grant project – based on the consent of the supervisor; the obligation is entered in the ISP, and thus becomes a required subject.
b. Involvement in instruction – based on the recommendations and consent of the supervisor. The obligation must be entered in the ISP and thus becomes a required subject.
I. Required subjects (AXPO… + various codes according to the obligation)
· Every PhD student registers for the PhD seminar for the entire studies (see point B above).

· PhD students register for the two-semester courses “Methodology from an empirical-analytical perspective” and “Methodology from a hermeneutical perspective” in the first and second years of studies, i.e.  in the first to fourth semesters.

· The PhD student fulfils the publication activity in agreement with their supervisor. 

a. An organizational option to help fulfil this obligation is the involvement of the PhD student in Specific Research. However, another option may be selected, which will be entered in the ISP and will have a clearly stated and assessable form. 

b. The PhD student receives credit for fulfilling the obligation after submitting proof of successful publication of the work or proof that the publication has been accepted for publication. 

· An internship abroad for a total of three months may be divided into several study stays of at least two weeks each. The supervisor records fulfilment of this obligation for the student.

a. Fulfilment of this obligation (i.e. the duration of a single stay or replacing a part of the internship with another obligation) can be adjusted according to the individual needs of the PhD student based on a reasoned request and with respect to the specific situation of the applicant with the consent of the supervisor and the subject-area board. There is no entitlement to such a change, and this is an exceptional procedure taking into account the complicated situation of the PhD student.
· Students enter the subjects into the Individual Student Plan (ISP) according to the codes, which are created by the relevant faculty where the student is enrolled. 
Title of subject
Guarantor / Lecturer
Recommended semester
Scope
Completion
Credits
Subject
PhD seminar I

Říchová / Supervisors
1

0/2
Cr
0

R
PhD seminar II

Říchová / Supervisors
2

0/2

Cr
0

R
PhD seminar III

Říchová / Supervisors
3

0/2

Cr
0

R
PhD seminar IV

Říchová / Supervisors
4

0/2

Cr
0

R
PhD seminar V

Říchová / Supervisors
5

0/2

Cr
0

R
PhD seminar VI

Říchová / Supervisors
6

0/2

Cr
0

R
PhD seminar VII

Říchová / Supervisors
7

0/2

Cr
0

R
PhD seminar VIII

Říchová / Supervisors
8

0/2

Cr
0 

R
Methodology from an empirical-analytical perspective 

Kofroň

1+2

1/1

Cr
0

R
Methodology from a hermeneutical perspective 

Bíba, Štefek

3+4

1/1
Cr
0

R
Small defence
Říchová

7

0/0

Cr
0

R
Publication activity I

Říchová / Kofroň / Supervisors
1-3

0/0

Cr
0

R
Publication activity II

Říchová / Kofroň / Supervisors
4-6

0/0

Cr
0

R
Internship abroad 

Říchová / Supervisors
2-7

0/0

Cr
0

R
II. Profile elective seminars (AXPOSPE… + various codes according to the topics)
· Each PhD student is required to take at least two profile seminars from the list of courses. 

· Profile seminars are two-semester courses starting in the winter semester of the respective academic year. The PhD student receives credit after successfully passing both semesters. The lecturer or the guarantor of the respective seminar decides whether or not a student passes the course. 

· PhD students focusing in their dissertation on political theories and the history of political ideas select as elective (profile) seminars “Political Theory” and “History of Political Ideas”. 

Title of course
Guarantor / Lecturer
Recommended semester
Scope
Completion
Credits
Subject
Political parties: theory and practice (AXPOSPE12)
Perottino

1+2

0/2

Cr
0

E
Communal politics: methodological and practical aspects of analysis (AXPOSPE13)
Jüptner

1+2

0/2

Cr
0

E
Political institutions and their analysis (AXPOSPE14)
Brunclík

1+2

0/2

Cr
0

E
Political theory (AXPOSPE15)
Bíba

3+4

0/2

Cr
0

E
Nations and regionalism in Europe (AXPOSPE16)
Říchová

3+4

0/2

Cr
0

E
Political geography: theoretical concepts (AXPOSPE17)
Romancov / Kofroň

3+4

0/2

Cr
0

E
Religion and politics – research issues (AXPOSPE18)
Mlejnek

5+6

0/2

Cr
0

E
History of political ideas (AXPOSPE19)
Štefek

1+2

0/2

Cr
0

E
III. Other obligations of the PhD student – electives:

· The supervisor may set “Annotated outline of the dissertation” as a required obligation of the PhD student in the ISP.

· The supervisor may set “Defence of a complete chapter of the dissertation” as another required obligation in the ISP.
· Upon agreement with the supervisor, PhD students may select “Participation in an international methodology school” as another obligation.

· The supervisor may also set “Translation of an academic text” as an obligation in the ISP. Fulfilment of this obligation will be assessed as fulfilment of an academic research activity.

· The PhD student fulfils the obligation “Foreign language” by taking an exam from one of the world languages: English, French, German. In justified cases (according to the dissertation topic), the PhD student may select another language.
· The supervisor may set in the ISP the obligation of the PhD student to take “Other foreign language” exceeding the obligation of Foreign language from the category of required subjects if it is required by the dissertation topic or the previous studies of the PhD student.

· If required by the dissertation topic or the previous studies of the PhD student, the supervisor may set in the ISP the obligation of the PhD student to take other profile lectures during the first four semesters of their studies that correspond to the topic of the dissertation. The supervisor decides on the selection of a specific subject upon agreement with the PhD student.

Title of subject
Guarantor
Recommended semester
Scope
Completion
Credits 

Annotated outline of dissertation (AXPODIS03)
Znoj / Supervisors
2

0/0

Cr
0

Defence of complete chapter of dissertation (AXPODIS04) 

Znoj / Supervisors
4

0/0

Cr
0

International methodology school (AXPODIS05)
Říchová

1-6

0/0

Cr
0

Optional profile methodology course (AXPODIS06)
Říchová

1-6

0/0

Cr
0

Translation of academic text (AXPODIS07)
Znoj / Supervisors
1-6

0/0

Cr
0

Foreign language (AXJAZ… + code according to selected language)
Mistrová, Bočková

1-8
0/2
Ex
0

Other foreign language (AXJAZ… + code according to selected language)
Supervisors
1-8

0/2

Cr
0

Other obligations are included in the PhD student’s study plan, such as the following: 

· Continuous involvement in academic work, in the form of participation in academic projects of the Department of Political Science of the Institute of Political Studies at the Faculty of Social Sciences, Charles University and the Institute of Political Science of the Faculty of Arts, Charles University or participation in grant competitions in the Czech Republic or with foreign grant agencies; this involvement must always be related thematically to the dissertation project of each PhD student. The PhD student should have experience working in at least one grant project at the time of taking the state PhD examination. Fulfilment of this obligation is assessed by the supervisor and subsequently by the subject-area board.

· Participation in conferences: An obligation of each PhD student is participation in conferences (recommended participation in at least two international conferences during studies). This participation allows PhD students to present in an appropriate manner the results of their academic work  and to discuss them in the presence of the widest professional public as possible. The supervisor and subsequently the subject-area board assess fulfilment of this obligation.

· PhD students may also contribute to instruction as seminar participants, etc. with the consent of the supervisor and the guarantor of the programme. This obligation must be specified in the ISP. 

IV. State PhD examination (ASDZK0001):
The state PhD examination takes the form of an academic discussion relating to the parts of the dissertation, with the understanding that broader issues related to the topic of the dissertation may also be discussed. The specific scope and content of the state PhD exam is defined by the content of the subjects prescribed in the PhD student’s Individual Study Plan (ISP) or by other specifications contained in this plan.

The state exam consists of three thematic areas, which verify the knowledge of the PhD student in the following areas:

· Basic knowledge relating to the issues of the PhD student’s dissertation with regard to the ability to theoretically comprehend the topic and the ability to resolve a given academic task;

· Orientation in the main methodological issues of the field of political science and the theory and methodology of academic research;

· Orientation in the literature and issues related to the specific professional profile.

V. Dissertation defence (AX0007305):
A basic study obligation of the student and a measure of the success of their studies is the dissertation, the elaboration of which is subordinate to the entire content of their studies. A requirement for the dissertation defence is fulfilment of all of the study obligations set out in the PhD student’s Individual Study Plan (ISP) and passing of the state PhD examination.


Standard period of study: 4 years
INSTRUCTIONS FOR PREPARING THE INDIVIDUAL STUDY PLAN

The Research Office creates the basic version of the ISP in SIS and enters for each PhD student all of the obligations that are clearly intended for all students of the subject area (i.e. with a unique code provided in the general plan). Once this basic ISP is created, the student, in agreement with their supervisor, must complete the following in SIS:
1. The foreign language, selected from the offer of languages associated in SIS with the specific plan

2. The individual study obligations, according to the specifications in the above plan. These obligations may be entered either by selecting an existing subject or (if the subject does not yet exist in SIS) by entering the “subject description”, which describes in words the obligation while associating it with a certain subject in SIS at a later time.

3. The year of fulfilment for all obligations for which the above-mentioned subject-area curriculum determines the time span
1
Faculty of Arts, Charles University

4

